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lnterview with Noa Treister

Noa Treisler finished the Be:ale/ Art and Design Acacleny in Jerusalem, lsrael ancl currently in pos/graduate stuclies at the Media and communtcatronprogram oJ the European Craduate School in Swi/zerlancl. She is a practicing arttst and a curator, presently livingworking in Serbia. Noafocuses onrelhinking socio-economic-political issues in both curatorial ancl aitisric priiects. she is currenlly running the program ,,Art Interventions', which isan inlerdisciplinary program of artists and scholars from dffirentfields'ancl meclia coming together in disenfranchised communities to re-engagewi I h d iffe r e nt s i tuat i o ns.

Among her various curolorial project are "Employment", group exhibirion, 2003/ 4, C:ech Republic; ,Under Constructton'workshoo. Mavruu
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Miners'Museum'C:echRepublic,2004; "Art Interventions: BetweenTownandvillages",2006, Maldanpek, Serbia, ,,Art Interventions:,l.he Returnofthe Gastarbajters", Kuievo, Serbia, 2007, Poiarevac, Serbia, 2008; "Art Interventions; Sex in Transition',, Kuievo, Serbia, 2008,.

Her exhibitions include; "Adama" group exhibition, Israel Museun, lgg|-gg; "Mapping space" group exhibition, Klenova Gallery, C:ech Republic,2002, "The Fold", solo exhibition, prague, C:ech Repubtic , 2003; ,Noina Barka,, solo-eihibitio;, B;krode ancl Novi Satl, Serbia, 2006: ,Mi smo (se)navikli', [we Have Gotten (ourselves) Llsed to] solo exhibition, Kragulevac, Serbia, 2007

This interview, conducted.by Gert Rdhrbom, took place in association with the Citizens olEurope openFora, a group of debates among like-intbrmed,not essentially hke-minded, people about issues ofcontemporary life, business and politics in Euiopean socieiies, mcluding external relations and global
_ affairs. \'isit lhe rvellsire formore information about citizens ofEurope and openFora.

You have been active in the Balkans for some years now. This region is not only a specific case in the translbrmation proccss you have referredto, but also, if I may say so' a place where the whole puzle of the human condiiion - complex processes of cultural fusion which bring alongmisunderstandings, intolerance and a history ofviotence - seems to be in disorder beyond co*p.ehension, lt must be frustrating to work there atthe grassroots as a civic activist. What attracted you to the place, and why are you still thcre?

I went there for personal reasons in the first place. The crucial point exactly is why i stayed. I was bom in Israel which is a highly politicized zone. Afterliving in Prague for 5 years, I was just bored. As simple as that. Don't get me wrong, Prague is a beautiful place; but in terms of NGo work and art, thereis absolutely nothrng happening there, just because they do not have cJnsiderable problems u,ith transformation anv more. lt,s just like an-v other westerncountry now Serbia offers quite a different picture. Everywhere you put your finger, you discover a challenge. [n Eastern Serbia, where I live, economrcdepression meets a confusing topography of conflict. The traditional mning busin-esses have been closed down, so unemployment is extremely high andpeople have given themselves over to a certain kind ofpoverty culture. To the west you have Bosnia and Croatia, a region which, though far fiom beingreso lved, isapos t -conf l i c tzone ln thesouth i tborders ioKosovo,wh ichs t i l l  i saconf l i c tzone.youcamot f indamoreprob lemat icp lace inEurooe.
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