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Education for dissent. Travelling Towards Active European Citizenship

We need to open our eyes to the structral difference ofide

and political elites to approach others md the othe '.

ideniities, languages, cJtures, ancl histories, all participating towrds the same common objectives.
potential that rests in Europe's diversity.

But where is the appropriate place for inte
rights suffce? Frun a iunctionalist point ofview the multi-levelled European po
surplus ofEuope in
compred to the national sphere.

Nevertheless,thereissomethingmissingeveninsophisticatedandwell-meaningqualitalivemodelsofEuopeangovemance:thecitizensasactorsintheirownright Theyre

conceptionalized as con butori md deie
Scharpfdefrnes them - which are only open to professionals,

ln a self-regulator society the individual is expected to bi infbmerLabout the political process, yet at
bridged by public relations md communication o{Iicers.
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The problem is that i

post-pulimentarism. Puliament(s) should fgure as the foundation(s) of the Union, with the conmission, the member st
ofou European house in eir o dght
the elites. Nationality is a specifc source ofdiversity. As national individuals we m
mong us across borders will be the first sign for emerging active European citizenship.

Active Euopem citizenship is therefore not only e integra
exclusionist legal setting ofnation states on the European level does not sufice. It is the individual th
interested and interesting. Someone who claims a tmsgression in o entation,
Such a position is grounded in the fm beliefthat cooperative
opens up ways for individuals to fse their creative potentials. Its basic rle is s ct self-representat
unconditional trust md recognition. And in this way, this apolitical fom ofcreativity refects th
of individual perspectives.

Education has an impodmt part to play in this concept. In order to adhere to active Euopean citizenship, one needs responsibili , resPec!
can contribute by nurturing md supporting personalities who show steadiness md steadfas ess in th
their playful curiousness in the world md their honest interest in others; who dis
who dissents consciously is the one who
Our challenge is called living Euopean.
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